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Reduction Strategies



Existing Buildings

Å2/3 of all buildings in 2050 have already been 
built

ÅThere are over 13 million housing units within 
California ςover 3 million within LA County

Å75% of existing homes in the State were built 
before 1980



Home Energy Retrofit

Source: Renewable and Appropriate Energy Lab



Present Barriers to Energy Retrofits

Physical Infrastructure Consumer Demand

Business Capacity

Government Policy

Participation

Reasonable standards

Regional consistency

Accountability

Awareness

Means

Values

Upfront

cost

Skilled labor

Material cost

Quality assurance

Historical conditions

Resource use (lifestyle)



LA County Energy Program

ÅStatute (AB 811 & AB 474) ς
2008

ÅAllows local jurisdictions to 
finance energy & water 
efficiency & renewable energy 
projects on private property

ÅBonds are sold to finance 
projects



LA County Energy Program

ÅLoans are repaid via property taxes

ÅLittle upfront cost to property owners

ÅTax assessment stays with the property after it 
is sold



Eligibility

ÅCountywide Program

ÅDeveloped properties

ÅProperty taxes are 
paid

ÅFirst phase is 
residential

ÅProperty-specific 
prerequisites



Property Specific Eligibility

ÅNo involuntary liens

ÅProperty taxes are current

ÅImprovements represent reasonable cost

ïLien-to-value ratio of at least 10%

ÅProperty has equity

ïLoan-to-value ratio of 80% 



Projects

ÅEnergy efficiency improvements

ÅWater efficiency improvements

ÅDistributed generation renewable energy

ÅPermanently fixed to the property


